










21September 2024

Dragon Boat Festival
This summer, members of the Aberdeen  
Hospital NSNU Local embraced the spirit of 
community and camaraderie by participating 
in the Race on the River - Pictou County Dragon 
Boat Festival. The event saw many enthusiastic 
members racing on different teams, showcasing 
their athleticism and teamwork for charity. 

To share what you or your Local is up to, send a 
photo & description to communications@nsnu.ca

Celebrating Pride Across N.S.
Alongside other NSNU members, our Central VP and NSFL 
Pride Representative, Anne Boutilier was able to lead our 
members in parades, including Cape Breton and Lunenburg 
Pride where NSNU marched alongside our affiliates within 
the Nova Scotia Federation of Labour. Many other NSNU 
members found the time to participate in Pride events in 
their communities throughout the summer. 

The presence of healthcare 
professionals, like our nurses, at Pride 
events can help to promote health equity 
and access to healthcare for a population 
that often faces health disparities due to 
stigma and discrimination.

Truro Pride

Lunenburg

Cape Breton Pride

B-Boy Dany Dann Wins Silver
Although he may not be an NSNU member, this French 
Champion has demonstrated that nurses can achieve 
great feats and deliver exceptional care. He brought 
home a silver medal to the host country in  
breakdancing at the Paris Olympic Games.
 
Before qualifying for the Olympics as breakdancing 
B-Boy Dany Dann, his patients recognized him 
as Dany Nurse. Both Dann and his break-
dancing wife were dedicated acute care 
nurses before he choose to set aside that 
passion in order to pursue his breakdancing 
career. “I love helping people. The best part 
for me was that my patients didn’t know 
about Dany Dann; they only knew Dany Nurse.”
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Name the nsnu boutique
Allison MacFadden, a dedicated NICU nurse and an avid long-distance 
runner, recently completed a remarkable cross-province run to raise funds 
for the IWK NICU. Driven by her passion for running and her commitment 
to supporting a cause dear to her heart, this ambitious fundraising effort 
began in July. 

The fundraiser was part of the IWK Foundation’s DIY Fundraising program, 
which empowers individuals and teams to support IWK patients and  
families in creative and personalized ways. Through this program,  
MacFadden not only raised money but also brought her unique spirit  
and dedication to the cause. 

The NSNU understands that Allison raised well over $5000 for the cause. 
Congratulations to Allison for her incredible achievement and her  
unwavering commitment to making a difference in the lives of NICU  
families and babies. 

On September 17th NSNU president Janet Hazelton was  
invited to  address students in the Practical Nursing  
program at the Annapolis Valley campus of NSCC. 
 
Janet typically discusses professional practice concerns,  
the value of becoming involved with your union, the  
realities of nursing and other issues of the day. She enjoys 
creating a dialogue with future nurses, many of whom will  
become members of the NSNU when they graduate and  
begin their careers.  

IWK NICU Nurse Runs Across NS

Union President + NSCC Students

CBRH Celebrates 50 Years Delivering Renal Dialysis Care
In July, the Renal Dialysis Unit at Cape Breton 
Regional Hospital marked 50 years of deliver-
ing quality patient care. Celebrations to mark 
the milestone were organized by retired staff 
from the unit and included staff, 
physicians and patients, past and present.  

The unit started as a two-bed/chair unit at 
Sydney City Hospital in 1973. Since then, it has 
grown to be a vital part of the renal program 
in the Eastern Zone. The program now includes 
five units in Cape Breton and one in Antigon-
ish that provide care to more than 230 
patients; a pre-renal clinic that has more than 
800 patients and a team that includes three 
nephrologists and 150 nursing and multi-
disciplinary staff. 
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coming up

•	Council of presidents
•	Men in nursing
•	New Grad on the job

In Oct.-Nov.

Name the nsnu boutique

Since the opening of the NSNU’s new office building in 
2016, the NSNU Boutique has become a favourite spot 
for nurses to find everything from professional attire to 
unique NSNU-branded merchandise. However, there’s 
one thing that has been missing: an official name that 
truly reflects the wonderful nurses who shop here! 

The best way to find the perfect name is to ask the 
people who know and appreciate the boutique the most 
- our dedicated members! We are excited to announce 
we are launching a poll to rate your favorite shop names. 
Your input is valuable to us, and we want this name to 
resonate with the spirit and dedication of our nursing 
community.
 

NSNU and belairdirect are happy to report that three  
of the 2024 Nurse Appreciation Giveaway prizes were  
awarded to NSNU members this summer. Each winner  
received $1000 (ten prizes awarded nationally).

The winners are as follows:

Mennie Alba – Oakwood Terrace
Jessica Murphy – VON Antigonish
Jolene Cormier – VON Cumberland

Congratulations to our winners! 

NSNU represented a high percentage of the entries  
received NATIONALLY! Way to go, Nova Scotia nurses!  
This speaks volumes to the communications tools and 
messaging NSNU and belairdirect have established to  
engage and inform members. That relationship continues 
to serve our nurses very well.
	
belairdirect and NSNU thank you for your continued  
interest in our programs and your enthusiasm.
 

Nurse Appreciation 
Giveaway Winners!

To win NSNU Brand Bucks, Merch Money,  
a Cash Card to shop for NSNU Apparel!

To participate in the  
poll, and for your chance  
to win a $200 giftcard  
for the boutique, please  
use the QR code. 

Here, you can 
rate a list of suggested names that capture the essence 
of our boutique. 
 
If you have additional suggestions, we would love to hear 
them! Just fill in the idea box on the form. 

The contest closes on November 8th.

Thank you for your help in this exciting endeavor. We look 
forward to seeing your creative and inspiring ideas!

On September 17th NSNU president Janet Hazelton was  
invited to  address students in the Practical Nursing  
program at the Annapolis Valley campus of NSCC. 
 
Janet typically discusses professional practice concerns,  
the value of becoming involved with your union, the  
realities of nursing and other issues of the day. She enjoys 
creating a dialogue with future nurses, many of whom will  
become members of the NSNU when they graduate and  
begin their careers.  

IWK NICU Nurse Runs Across NS

Union President + NSCC Students



Return undeliverable Canadian copies to:
Nova Scotia Nurses’ Union

150 Garland Avenue, Dartmouth, NS B3B 0A7 40051069

Materials used to produce this document 
are Forest Stewardship Certified (FSC)

As a NSNU member, you 
can receive exclusive home 
and car insurance savings 
and enhanced coverages.

Certain conditions, eligibility requirements, limitations and exclusions apply to all offers. Visit belairdirect.com for more details. Offers may change without notice. We offer car insurance and 
home insurance in Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador and Prince Edward Island and home insurance only in British Columbia. 

© 2024, Belair Insurance Company Inc. All rights reserved.

As a NSNU member, you 
can receive exclusive home 
and car insurance savings 
and enhanced coverages.

Certain conditions, eligibility requirements, limitations and exclusions apply to all offers. Visit belairdirect.com for more details. Offers may change without notice. We offer car insurance and 
home insurance in Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador and Prince Edward Island and home insurance only in British Columbia. 

© 2024, Belair Insurance Company Inc. All rights reserved.

W h a t ’s  N u ?                                                                               S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 4


